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cese RTYT WD 122RE CTRD A - Th
: O 12U 1920 P2 A - These are the numbers of the Mishk i
s . : : D ishkan, the Mishkan of th
- m;}?;sm I({aslﬁl, qu%[mg Ll";e Midrash Tanchuma, states that the repetition of the word 1zt sugéestz
on (collateral) motif. The word is stated twice i i o
S . an allusion to the two Batei Mikd g

taheIr; as collateral through the two destructions for the sins of Israel. S

Yisrael sins, why should the Mishkan be destroyed? The Mishkan or Beis Hamikdash was not

involved in sinni i 1 <
(f % albzci em ?181'1213! li]ur;heg Enore, TFdesiruction was decreed, why was it also necessary to profane
of God with the behavior of Titus, who seiz in hi
2 seized a harlot in his hand, and enter

ok _ g ed th p

of thTehHGIy of Holies (Gittin 56b) —engaging in fmpurity and promiscuity? e chambe A
e nations si i i 3
Served?baglog_s sin g[ the time of Fhe destruction was so severe that the Jewish people really de- ‘/\ v
Tved. FLQ([_EL@LQ_@LELT}’\E Beis Hamikdash was the substitute, the sa'ir la’azazel (scapegoat) ?.\ e

\ as it were. The humiliati
: miliation was also necessary, b i ; i
Hdamikdash had not been humiliated in this maz;neicf;:jepScfsimc'uo?dv;las n’cb)[ engugh: - e
The Mishkan is the mashkon, th i ‘ | et e o
‘ :on, the security, for Israel. Whenever they sin, the Mi i
Hamikdash will be taken awa Sl e ey
: k 7ay from them. The more severe the si d th i
is of.ruthless punishment, the greate s S
- g r the churban; the more the Beis Hami i
V) dest;oyed but humiliated, profaned, and contaminated. SRS IRSN
= efgcgc:;c[:aci};the d;s[éuﬂion of the Temple was an act of mercy for the Jew. Gedolei Yisrael said to
! roy the Congregation of Israel. If You want to destro d i
! ' : . destroy the Be i in-
stead.” Hakadosh Baruch Hu listened to them. The Beis Hamikdash wazdeqrmia k.,,lil:f.a ledash oy
o survive than the Beis Hamikdash. For all its extraordinary

1t is'more important for the people
am, one scholar, is more im-

T the Beis Ham 'leQLW@B%EWGImid chach 10l
portant than | five whﬂr}dred Batei Mikdash. The Beis Hamikdash was COMPIEtely destroyed, but as long

25 there is a people, there will again be a Beis Hamikdash. The fact that we observe Tisha B'Av today

derponstrates that the people are alive. As long as that is the case, and as long as Gedolei Yisrael live,

the Beis Hamikdash will be rebuilt.
1 The Gemara (Ta'anit 292) says that Titus went into the Beis Hamikdash, set fire to it, and started
Fdestroying it late in the afternoon of Tisha B'Av, and the flames consumed the building throughout
the day of the tenth. In the morning of Tisha B Avthe Beis Hamikdash was still on its foundations.
Only towards the evening, at Minchah time, did it begin to burn.
Throughout the night and morning of Tisha B'Av, the decision had not yet been made—destroy
41\ the people or the Beis Hamikdash? For the entire day of Tisha B'Av, the midas hadin apparently ar-

gued that the churban Beis Hamikdash was not enough, the people should be destroyed. Until late in

the-afternoon no one knew, not evern the angels, whether Hakadosh Barukh Hu was going 1o destroy

His people or substitute the Beis Hamikdash in their stead.
1t was after Minchah when Hahadosh Baruch Hu finally decided 10 take the mashkon. [n the late
? afternoon Hakadosh Baruch Hu “emdered His decision that the’ Bsic Hanmikddsh would be destroyed,
47 while the Jewish people would survive. When Titus took a torch and set fire to the Beis Hamikdash.,
Klal Yisrael understood that Hakadosh Baruch Hu had decided to take the building and spare the
people. The wood would burn, but the human soul would remain. As a result, Kinos are recited
onl'yl in the morning. In the afternoon there are no Kinos.

q This is why the second half of the day of Tisha B'Av has 2 contradictory character in halachah, 25
the entire character of Tisha B'av Changes at Minchah. On the one hand, a new aspect 0 “Tnourning
is-introduced—mourning for the burning of the Beis Hamikdash. Because the Beis Hamikdash was
set on fire in the second half of the day, one would expect the mourning Lo be intensified at that
time of day. Yet paradoxically, the level of mourning actually decreases. This is because once the
Beis Hamikdash was set on fire, there was no longer any threat t0 the existence of the people Israel,
and the mourning therefore becomes less intense. Tronically, the burning of the Beis Hamikdash -
dernonstrated that the Jewish people would survive. As strange as it sounds, the churban Beis
Hamikdash is seen as 2 veshuah, 2 salvation. (The Lord is Righteous, PP- 35-39)

1f one keeps the Sabbath but eats non-kosher food, the right to keep Sabbath is not taken away
from him. If one wears tefllin but not tzitzis, one does not lose the right to keep the mitzvah of

6 tefillin. This relationship changes. however, when it comes to the Beis Hamikdash. 1f the community
sheds blood, practices injustice, O robs, our rights to the Beis Hamikdash are forfeited. The Beis

Hamikdash is the co‘ﬂaterzﬂ. (Boston, 1980) PR ST 1173 g I 125 N3 T g 52 WM
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